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NEAR EAST-AFRICA

1. GREECE: Reduction in army strength urged- -US Ambassador S-3
Grady, commenting on General Van Fleet's recent recommen-~
dation that Greek armeqd forces be maintained at their present
strength through fiscal year 1950, stresses the imporiance of
effecting a substantial reduction of Greek Army strength in
advancing Greek economiz rehabilitation and declares that
responsible Graeek leaders are becoming increasingly iasis-
tent on such a shift in emphasis from the miiitary prebiem to
reconstruction. Gmdy fe2ls that theve is every present in-
dication that the army’s summes campaign will eliminaia
organized guerrilly operaticas in the inierior of Greec:, thus
permifting reduction of the Greeck forces to begin., Grady
adds, however, that the U3 shouid atiempi to maintain its
present mﬂi&ary aid 2ppr opriations and should not consider
a reductiam of the army’s strength before next fall.

(CYA Comment: CIA believes that, although guerrilia
activity in ihe heart of Greece will probably be virtually elim.
inated by autumn, the concentzation of the main guerrilla streagih
in areas along the Albaninn frontier will require all avaiiable
Greek Army strength.)

State Dept. declassification & release instructions on file

TBE C.I.5. ~.n> G it
TO THE 1 - . :.1-:,,‘ I PRI
THIS DGCUGT T .

No. 51.*

—
- s e,

, iocument No, 676
: NO CHANGE in Class. |
[ ] PECLASSIFIED

Class. CHANIZD TO: TS S @

' 4 Apr 77
”o 77"1‘763

By 0‘18

e o s e ot

Approved For Release 2007/02/07 ’CIA-RDP78-01617A006000010002-9



